
 

To maximize the safety of tap water, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) prescribes regulations which limit the 
amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public 
water systems.  College Place water is treated according to 
EPA regulations which does include chlorination.  A very small 
amount (roughly .21parts per million) is added at the point of 
distribution to control microbial contaminants. 

 

What is parts per million 
(ppm)?  In relation to 
water it is 1 unit of 
something (mineral, 
contaminant, chemical, 
etc.) to 1 million parts of 
water.  To put it another 
way, four  (4) drops of 
chlorine in a 55-gallon 
barrel of water would 
produce a “chlorine 
concentration “ of  1ppm. 
 

The City of College 
Place routinely monitors 
for contaminants, using 
state certified labs.  
Included in this report is 

a water quality data table which shows the results of our moni-
toring for the period of January 1st to December 31st 2006.  All 
drinking water, including bottled drinking water, may reasona-
bly be expected to contain at least small amounts of some 
contaminants.  It is important to remember that the presence of 
these contaminants do not necessarily pose a health risk.  
More information about contaminants and potential health 
effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791. 

 

Water  System  Information 

College Place Water  

PH Level—Average is 8.7 

Water Hardness—Moderately Hard at 80 ppm. This 

puts the City at the low end of the moderately hard 

range. 

Это сообщение содержит важную информацию о вашей 
питьевой воде. Сделайте так, чтобы кто - то перевел это 

для Вас, или говорил с кем - то, кто понимает это.  

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants 
in drinking water than the general population.  Immuno-
compromised persons such as persons with cancer 
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have 
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or 
other immune system disorders. In addition, some 
elderly and infants can be particularly at risk from 
infections.  These people may choose to seek advice 
from their health care provider about the water they 
drink.  EPA/Center for Disease Control (CDC) 
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of 
infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial 
contaminants are available from the Safe Water 

Drinking Hotline (800-426-4791). 
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One critically important key to safe, 
clean drinking water . 
 

State and Federal standards mandate regulations 
on water supply systems, which are intended to in-
sure that the quality of water is not compromised 
throughout the delivery system.  The City of College 
Place is required and authorized to maintain a cross 
connection control program.  The standards in the 
state and municipal codes apply to all premises re-
ceiving potable water from the City of College Place.  
The Definition of a cross connection is: “Any actual 
or potential physical connection between a potable 
water line and any pipe, vessel, or machine contain-
ing a non-potable fluid, solid or gas to enter the po-
table water system by backflow.”  It is a fact that 
contamination through cross connections has con-
sistently been responsible for more waterborne dis-
ease outbreaks in the United States than any other 
reported factor.  Cross connections are controlled 
through elimination or installation of backflow pre-
vention assemblies.  Non-commercial residential 
premises are affected by this rule in a number of 
ways.  Some activities that require backflow preven-
tion measures are:  Underground sprinkler systems, 
hot tubs, pools, decorative ponds and auxiliary sup-
plies (wells).  Residents who maintain these types of 
activities that are not in compliance with the rule will 
be required to do so.  Understanding and complying 
with this rule is extremely important to keeping the 
quality of our water safe and reliable. 

If a system is to be installed, a permit must be ob-
tained prior to beginning the work and an inspection 
by the City’s Cross Connection Control Specialist 
must follow.  The cross connection control specialist 
for the City of College Place is available to review 
installation plans.  Upon approval of the installation, 
the backflow assembly must be tested by a certified 
backflow assembly tester.   In addition, state code 
requires that all backflow assemblies in service must 
be tested annually.  The testing and cost associ-
ated with it are the responsibility of the customer. 

Primary Source and Type
  

Well #1 Groundwater 
Well #2 Groundwater 

Well #3 Groundwater 

Back-Up Source & Type 
 

Intertie #1 Walla Walla Intertie 
Intertie #2 Walla Walla Intertie 
Intertie #4 CID #14 Intertie 
Intertie #5 WW College Intertie 
 

Cross Connections 

625 S College Ave 

College Place WA  99324 

City of College Place 

Phone: 509-525-0510 

Fax: 509-526-4094 

Email: kwolpert@ci.college-place.wa.us 

Susceptibility Rating 

Two of the three wells that College Place uses have a high 
susceptibility rating.  This rating is not necessarily a reason for 
concern for the consumer but more of a concern for the pur-
veyor (the City).  The high rating means the city places special 
emphasis on scrutinizing all activities that take place within a 
certain protection  radius of the well head.  Although ratings 
may fluctuate over the years, protection of the well, the aquifer 
and the overall water supply are always the highest priorities 
of the department. 

Do I need to take special 

precautions? 

Underground Irrigation Systems 



Water Quality Data Table 

Date of Occurrence……… June, 1983 

Location…………………… Woodsboro, Maryland 
Source of Information……. Watts Regulator Company 
          “Stop Backflow” 
 
Summary: Low pressure caused by the failure of a water 
supply pump resulted in the herbicide “Paraquat“ being 
siphoned into a town’s water distribution system. 
 
Details: In June, 1983, the water pressure in the Town of 
Woodsboro was temporarily reduced due to the failure of a 
pump in the water system.  Coincidentally, a gate valve 
between a herbicide holding tank and the Town’s water 
system had been left open.  The cross connection permit-
ted the powerful agricultural herbicide Paraquat to be  
siphoned into the water distribution system.  Upon restora-
tion of the water pressure, the herbicide flowed throughout 
much of the Town’s water system. 
 
Residents were warned by the fire department not to use 
the water for cooking, bathing, drinking or any other pur-
pose except for flushing toilets.  The Town undertook an 
extensive program of flushing the water system, water 
sampling, and emergency supply of drinking water from 
tank trucks.  
 
No serious illness or loss of life was reported.  

Infants and young children are typically more vulnerable to 
lead in drinking water than the general population.  It is pos-
sible that lead levels at your home may be higher than at 
other  homes in the community as a result of materials used 
in your home’s plumbing.  If you are concerned about ele-
vated lead levels in your home’s water, you can flush your 
tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using tap water or 
you may wish to have your water tested by an outside 
agency.  Additional information is available from Safe Drink-
ing Water Hotline(800-426-4791).  

Contaminants (units) MCLG MCL Range Highest-

Results 
Collected Violation Source  Probable Source 

Disinfectants & Disinfection By-Products        

Haloacetic Acids (annual average, ppb) NA 60 1.3—10.8 7.63 4th Quarter No WW Intertie By-Product of drinking water disinfection 

Inorganic Contaminants         

Asbestos (MFL)   7 NA 0.098 8/12/1999 No College Place Decay of asbestos cement water mains: Erosion of 

Barium (ppm)  2 Nd-00.23 0.023 9/10/2003 No WW Intertie Erosion of natural deposits 

Fluoride (ppm)  4 Nd-00.23 0..23 10/06/2004 No WW Intertie Erosion of natural deposits 

Copper (mg/l)  AL=1.3 NA ND 11/17/2005 No CP Customer Tap Corrosion in household plumbing system 

Lead (mg/l)  AL=.005 Nd-4.0 .005 11/17/2005 No CP  Customer  Tap Corrosion in household plumbing system 

Nitrate (measures as Nitrogen) (ppm)  10 Nd-.09 .09 7/12/2006 No   WW Intertie Runoff from fertilizer use;  Leaching from septic tanks, 
sewage; Erosion of natural deposits 

Sodium (ppm)  MNR NA 21 7/26/2004 No College Place SO1 Erosion of natural deposits 

Microbiological Contaminants  
       

Turbidity (Special Case) (NTU (monthly average)) NA TT<5.0 0.24-1.28 .97 N/A No WW Intertie Soil runoff 

Radionuclides         

Alpha Emitters (pCi/L) NA 15 NA 1.0 8/11/2003 No WW Intertie Decay of natural and man-made deposits 

Beta/photon emitters (pCi/L)  0 50 NA 4.2 08/11/2003 No WW Intertie Decay of natural and man-made deposits 

Volatile Organic Contaminants         

TTHMs (Total Trihalomethanes) (ppb) NA 80 7.0-10.7 8.7 Max in 1st qtr No WW Intertie By-product of drinking water chlorination 

Contaminants (units) MRDL MCL  Results Collected Violation Source  Probable Source 

Disinfectants & Disinfection By-Products         

Chlorine (ppm) 4.0 4.0 .44-1.04 1.04 4/7/2006 No WW Intertie Water additives used to control microbes 

Units Description: ppm—parts per million; ppb—parts per billion or micrograms per liter; NA: Not Applicable; MNR: Monitoring not required, but recommend; ppm: parts per million;  pCi/L: picocuries per liter (a measure of radioactivity);  NTU: Nephelometric Turbidity Units . Turbidity is a measure of the cloudiness of the 

water.  We monitor it because it is a good indicator of he effectiveness of our filtration system. NA: Not applicable. 

*** Important Drinking Water Definitions: MCLG: Maximum Contaminant Level Goal;   MCL: Maximum Contaminant Level;  TT: Treatment Technique; MRDL: Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level; MRDLG: maximum residual disinfectant level goal;  AL: Action Level ; ND= Non-detected. 

This table below lists all of the drinking water contaminants that we detected during the calendar year of this report.  The EPA or the State requires us to  
monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contaminants do not change frequently. 

Este informe contiene infomacion importante 

acerc a de su agua potable . Haga que alguien lo 

traduzca para usted, o hable con alguien que lo 

entienda. 

Are you at risk? 

Cross Connection Case History 


